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GUIDING LIGHT FROM THE GROTTO   
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

In the new year, Fr. Jim has invited me to submit a monthly column to the bulletin. While thinking of what I 

could write about, I thought of the year ahead. It just so happens that the Apostles’ Creed, one of the 

foundations of our faith, is traditionally divided into twelve articles. Thus, I thought that it could be a 

beneficial spiritual exercise to offer a reflection each month on each of these articles.  

 In Jesus and Mary, 

 Fr. O’Brien  

 

The Apostles Creed is the most ancient of our creeds. A tradition of the Church tells us that the Twelve 

Apostles, meeting in Jerusalem, formulated this creed, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, before being 

dispersed on their various missionary journeys throughout the known world.1  This ensured that there was a 

consistency and coherence in the truths that the Apostles preached. By the year 390 the creed had already 

been referred to as the Apostles Creed by the great Father of the Church, St. Ambrose of Milan.2  In 449, 

Pope St. Leo the Great noted that the Apostles’ Creed was divided into twelve articles3  and another tradition 

held that each of the Apostles contributed one article to the Creed.4   

When we speak of a “creed” in the Church we are speaking of a statement of beliefs. The English word 

“creed” comes from the Latin word credere which literally means “to believe.” The Latin word “credo” begins 

the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. This is literally translated as “I believe.”  

We may remember a decade ago when the English translation of the Mass was revised in 2011. Before this 

revision, when we recited the Nicene Creed after the homily, we would state, “We believe in one God.” 

However, this was never a precise translation. The Nicene Creed begins with the word “Credo” and therefore 

the current “I believe in One God” is much more accurate.  

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth” 

Naturally, our statement of Christian belief must begin with the foundation and center of our faith: “I believe 

in God.” The religions of the ancient pagans of Egypt, Greece, and Rome were polytheistic, believing in a 

multitude of different gods. In contrast, the people of Israel were unique in that they were monotheists, 

believing in one God. The Book of Deuteronomy states: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and 

you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.”5  These 

words comprise a portion of the Shema Yisrael, a prayer which faithful Jews recite every day, reminding them 

of their faith in the one God. This one God is the God who revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 

the ________________________  

1  Henri de Lubac, The Christian Faith (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1986), 19.  
2  de Lubac, 20. 
3  de Lubac, 33.  
4  de Lubac, 35.  
5  Deuteronomy 6:4.  
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Old Testament. This is the same God who delivered Moses and the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.  

It is also significant that we should refer to God as “Father.” Modern society likes to equate the 

“Fatherhood” of God as an act of patriarchal oppression. However, this critique is suggested by a society 

which, because of the modern breakdown of the family, has a perverse and incomplete understanding of 

what true fatherhood consists of.  

“Father” gods and “Mother” goddesses were known to the ancient pagan religions. However, the fatherhood 

of the God of Israel denotes a unique relationship that He has with humanity: “Is not [the Lord] your father, 

who created you, who made you and established you?”6  God is the father of the people of Israel. This 

Sunday’s reading from the Prophet Isaiah compares the love that God has for Zion with the love between a 

husband and wife: “[A]s a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you.”7  But the 

fatherhood of God is not a simple analogy. With the coming of Christ, it becomes an opportunity for an 

intimate and personal relationship with the Creator of the Universe. 

When we refer to God as “Almighty” we are stating our belief in God’s omnipotence. The Greek word used is 

pantokrator, which literally means “ruler of all.”8  The Fourth Lateran Council (1215) expanded upon this by 

describing the one God as “eternal, infinite and unchangeable, incomprehensible, almighty, and ineffable.”9 

God is all-knowing and all-powerful. It is through this power that he is “creator of heaven and earth.” The 

universe did not come into existence randomly or arbitrarily. Instead, God created the world and humanity 

to inhabit it as an act of love. The Book of Genesis tells us that “God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”10  One of the lessons in the Baltimore 

Catechism perfectly encapsulates our reason for existence (some of our parishioners, remembering these 

lessons from their childhood, may already know what I am referring to). According to the Catechism, God 

made us “to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and to be happy with Him for ever in 

heaven.”  

As the creator of heaven and earth, God is often referred to as the “prime mover.” Nothing exists without 

His willing it. Even the angels of Heaven were created by Him. God’s creation of the universe is referred to by 

Saint Thomas Aquinas in his first of five proofs for God’s existence. Aquinas maintained that nothing can 

move itself and something else must set it into motion. Thus, knowing that the world and the universe did 

not always exist, we conclude that existence had to be set into motion by a first, infinite mover who existed 

before all else. We understand this first mover to be God. Dante Aligheri describes this understanding of God 

beautifully at the end of his Divine Comedy when he describes God as “the Love that moves the Sun and the 

other stars.”11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

______________________________________________________ 

6    Deuteronomy 32:6. 
7    Isaiah 62:5.  
8    Joseph Ratzinger, Introduction to Christianity (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2004), 101.  
9    DS, 800. 
10  Genesis 1:27. 
11  Paradiso, Canto XXXIII.  
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Mass Schedule  
Monday  through Saturday  
9:00 am and live-streamed  

 

Weekend Masses  
Saturday ~ 5:00 pm  

Sunday:  7:30 am, 9:00 am,                                     
10:30 am  

12:00 pm ~ live-streamed, 5:00 pm 
 

Confession  
Saturday ~ 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm  

Masks must be worn.   
Confessions will be heard behind the screen for the  
protection of both the penitent and the confessor.  

 

 

Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
 
Pastor:  Rev. James T. Stachacz  
  (516)599-1269 ~ Fax: (516)231-6750  
  fatherjim@ollchurchmnalverne.org  
Parish Website: OLLchurchMalverne.org  
 
Rectory Office: Lori Sullivan, Business Manager 
  Yole Santino, Office Manager  
  Barbara Alessandria, Secretary  
  (516)-599-1269  
  rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org  

Rectory Office Hours:   
Monday to Friday:   

9:00 am to 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm   
Saturday and Sunday:  9:00 am to 1:00 pm   

 
Music Director: Stephen Harth  
  stephenharth@ollchurchmalverne.org 
Youth Director:   Linda Baldacchino  
Maintenance: Kevin Dieck  
  Rocco Bruzzese  

 
Religious Education:  
Mary Lasar, Director  

marylasar@ollchurchmalverne.org 
Marybeth Malone, Secretary  

marybethmalone@ollchurchmalverne.org 
(516)599-7222 

Religious Education Office Hours  
Monday to Friday:  11:30 am to 3:15 pm ~ Rectory   

Tuesday & Wednesday:  3:30 pm to 5:30 pm ~ School  
Saturday:  9:30 am to 10:30 am ~ School   

 
School Office  

Kathleen Cotilletta, Principal  
Magdalen Hamilton-Roldan, Secretary  
(516)599-7328 ~ Fax:  (516)231-1440  

www.OLLMalverne.org 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, January 15th ~ Weekday 

5:00 pm  Harry Sturges (d) and  Florence Bunce (d)  

Sunday, January 16th ~ Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am   James W. Dougherty (d) 

9:00 am  Ann McGowan (d)  

10:30 am All Souls 

12:00 pm  Dolores Howenhaupt (d) 

  Susan Fitzpatrick (d) 

  Ann Mc Gowan (d) 

  Carla DelCarpine (d) 

5:00 pm  Gerard Dierker (d) 

  
Monday, January 17th ~ Saint Anthony, Abbot 
9:00 am  Louise Baker (d)   
    
Tuesday, January 18th ~ Weekday 
9:00 am Maria Navarro (d)    
  
Wednesday, January 19th ~ Weekday 
9:00 am William Donlon (d)  
       
Thursday, January 20th ~ Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr,  
   Saint Sebastian, Martyr 
9:00 am Rosa Ramos (d)    
  
Friday, January 21st ~ Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
9:00 am Gloria Poggiuli Hassett (d)   
  
 
Saturday, January 22nd ~ Day of Prayer for the Legal  
   Protection of Unborn Children  
9:00 am For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
5:00 pm Phyllis Westlake (d) 
Sunday, January 23rd ~ Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 am Paul Lynch (d) 
9:00 am Thanksgiving 
10:30 am Ann Guggino (d) 
12:00 pm George Harth (d) 
 Gerald Henshaw (d) 
 Ann McGowan (d) 
 Carla DelCarpine (d) 
 For the Intentions of Diane Wells 
5:00 pm Mafalda Monte (d) 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns  

In Memory of  

All Deceased Members of  

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish  

Requested by  

Malverne Walsh Funeral Home 
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Our Parishioners  
Serving in the Military  

Please keep all our Military and 
Support Personnel in your prayers, especially:  

 
United States Navy   United States Army  
CDR Andrew E. Glassing   Major Thomas Barrett 
LT Geoff Hendrick                                Spc Lotachukwu Okoye 
ICI Bryanne Heim Iddings    Spc Tucker Andrew                                                                                                                             
LT Ryan Patrick Mahon            Peterson 
LCDR Tara Mahoney            
 
United States Air Force  United States Marine  
Corps     L Cpl Kristofer Katzenberger 
1st Lt. William F. Cosgrove  LT Sam Olive                   
 
“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as 
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in our time of need.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  Amen.”  
 
Please let us know if any of our Military and Support Personnel have 
returned home safely, so that we may update our prayer list.  

 
In your prayers please remember the sick and  

hospitalized members of our parish community  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The names will remain for six consecutive weeks unless the  

Rectory Office is notified. 

Robert Brunner   

Kathy Carriere  

Piere Harry Carosiliere 

James Dineen  

Rev. Richard Donovan 

Rocco Esposito 

Sue Kielson    

 Kevin Ledwith     

Kevin McQuade  

Carol Reisenger 

Joan Thomason  

Baby Eliza Ann Urick   

Marilou West 

Pray for Priests  
God, our Father, please send us holy priests, all for the 
Sacred and Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, all for the Sorrowful 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary, in union with St. Joseph.  
We pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around 
your priests, and through her intercession strengthen them 
for their ministry.  We pray that Mary will guide your 

priests to follow her own words, “Do whatever He tells you.”  (Jn 2:5)  
May your priests be holy, filled with the fire of Your love, seeking noth-
ing but Your greater glory and the salvation of souls.  Amen. 

   Sunday  Rev.   Joseph Nixon 
 Monday  Rev.   Alessandro da Luz 
 Tuesday  Rev.   German Villabon, O.S.A.  
 Wednesday Rev.   Anthony Twun 
 Thursday  Rev.   Msgr. James Vlaum 
 Friday  Rev.   Patrick Flanagan, C.M. 
 Saturday  For     Religious Brothers & Sisters 

Reflection for Next Sunday, January 23, 2022 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:2-4a,5-6,8-10  
Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 12:12-30  

Gospel:  Luke 1:1-14; 4-14-21 
 In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus reads aloud from 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and announces that this 

Scripture is now fulfilled.  

 Family Connection 
Jesus was the one sent by God to bring salvation to the world. 
Jesus announced that mission using the framework we hear in 
today's Gospel from the prophet Isaiah: glad tidings will be 
brought to the poor, liberty to captives, recovery of sight for 
the blind, and freedom for the oppressed. Jesus inaugurates 
the Kingdom of God in his person—through his life, death, and 
Resurrection. We are charged with the task of continuing the 
mission that Jesus began. Jesus set the framework for all of us 
when he announced his ministry in today's Gospel. Jesus also 
gave us the helper we would need to enable us to participate 
in his mission. The Holy Spirit has been given to us so that we, 
the Church, might serve the Kingdom of God.  
      
Gather with your family and suggest that they try to picture the 
vision that Jesus describes using the words of the prophet 
Isaiah as you read today's Gospel, Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21.Think 
about your neighborhood, your community. What are the 
situations and who are the people who most need to see this 
vision fulfilled? What steps would be necessary to make the 
vision a reality for them? Make a family commitment to pray 
for the Kingdom of God and to take a particular action that will 
address a need you see in your community. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to help you by praying the Prayer to the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

January 9, 2022 ..................................... ……………………… $9,981 

Last year: ..... …………………………………………………………………$12,641 

 

Bulletin Reflection  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus and Mary attend a 

wedding. When the wine ran out, Mary 

interceded to Jesus on the couple’s behalf to    

re-fill the wine. 

Grant eternal peace to those whom  

You have called unto Yourself, O Lord.   
 

Msgr. Al Kulik 

Nicholas Mongiello 
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A donation to our church is a beautiful way to remember,  
honor or give thanks for loved ones.    

 
 Altar Flowers:   

$100 ~ Tabernacle Flowers:  $60                                                                         
Flowers by Blessed Mother Statue:  $30                                               

Flowers by St. Joseph Statue:  $30                                                          
Memorials  

Altar Bread:  $25 ~ Altar Wine:  $25  
Sanctuary Lamp:  $25  

An acknowledgement of your donation will appear  
in the Sunday bulletin.   

No flowers during the Advent and Lenten seasons only.   
Memorials available throughout the year.   

Please come to the Rectory Office to make arrangements. 

Parish Mission Statement 

We, the parish family of Our Lady of Lourdes, are a  

faith-filled people who welcome all to join us as we  

listen to the Word of God and celebrate the Eucharist 

together. We encourage each other to grow in Christ as we 

use our God-given gifts to serve the people of our community.  

Through the Holy Spirit we are inspired through our 

Patroness, Our Lady of Lourdes, and we strive to imitate her 

charity and love in making the will of God our own. 

"Religion and Rock"  
Tune into “Religion and Rock”  with Msgr. Jim Vlaun 

on Sunday from 7:00 am—8:00 am on WBAB 102.3 

FM or 95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End.  Listen on 

Saturdays at 11:00 pm on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, 

the Catholic Channel  and at 11:00 pm on XM 

Satellite, Channel 117. 

Next Sunday’s theme is “Searching for a 

Meaning”. Don’t miss it!  To listen online or receive 

more information regarding Religion and Rock  go to 

www.Religion and Rock.com or at “Religion & Rock” 

on ITUNES. 

Don’t forget to tune into  
CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK,  
cablevision Channel 29/137 or  

Verizon / FIOS 296 or visit 
www.cfntv.org  

A DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE UNBORN 

Please join us in solidarity with the March for Life on Friday, January 21. 

Respect for all human life, especially the unborn, will be the intention of the 9:00 am 
Mass. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin at noon with the rosary, prayers for life and 
prayer time. 

These same prayers will be offered at 1:00 pm, 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm.  If you cannot stay 
for the hour, please come whenever it is convenient for you. 

At 3:30 Father Jim will give a Reflection on the Sacredness of Life. 

After the Reflection, parishioners are invited to join a mini March for life.  Father Jim will 
carry the Blessed Sacrament in procession around the parish property, as we pray for 
God’s blessing on our parish, our community and our country.  The day will conclude 
with Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament in church. 

Sign-up sheets for Adoration are available in the back of church. 

Long Island Coalition for Life, Inc. 
Pro–lifers are invited to help restore the right to 

life for preborn children by joining the  
Long Island Coalition for life for the  

Roe v. Wade Anniversary  
Memorial Face the Truth pro-life event on 

Saturday, January 22, 2022  
from 2:00pm to 3:30pm.   

This peaceful public witness will be held on the 
sidewalk in front of  

Nassau University Medical Center  
2201 Hempstead Tpke., E. Meadow.   

Be a positive sign for LIFE!  Signs provided.  
Rain or shine.   

Sponsored by: LICL 631-243-1435 
info@prolifeLI.org. 
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Religious Education News 

“When the winter snow falls, you have two 
choices:  shovel or make  a snow angel. 

 
Confirmation News: 

THE CONFIRMANDI/SPONSOR RETREAT HAS BEEN 
RESCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, MARCH 12TH.  
TIMES WILL REMAIN THE SAME. 

 
Attention 7th and 8th Grade  

Students and Parents:  
 
It is mandatory that you attend Mass each week 
either on a Saturday evening or one of the many 
Masses offered on Sunday.  
 
If the Masses here do not fit into your social 
schedules, there are many churches nearby  that 
offer additional hours for worship.   

 
All required paperwork, service forms, 
measurements, etc. were to be submitted to the 
Religious Education Office on January 14th.  Mass 
sheets were submitted to your Catechists, every 
week, since last October.  If we have not received 
all the above, the Sacrament of Confirmation may 
be delayed. 

FIRST PENANCE: 
All second grade children will receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation on  
Saturday, January 22nd. 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes Students      11:00am in the 
     Church 
Religious Education Students         1:30pm in the  
     Church 
 
Practices will be held during school hours 
 
Parents and children please arrive in Church 15 
minutes prior to the ceremony.  Wait at the main 
entrance to be seated. 
 
Please dress in proper attire, no jeans or sneakers. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

In the Gospel today, at the wedding 
feast in Cana, Jesus reveals himself to 
his disciples and they began to believe 

in him. Everyday, God also gives us 
signs of his love and so we also can 

respond in faith and trust.  
Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul becomes a sign of God’s love to those who 
are suffering, and you give them reason to believe 

and to trust. 
Food Pantry 

Ramen Soups,  Rice-A-Roni,   
Cranberry Sauce (canned) 

Beets,  Olives,  Spinach,  Mushrooms, 
Mashed Potatoes,   Tea,  Hot Chocolate   

This Week at OLL Parish  

 

Monday, January 17 

Rectory Office Closed 

Tuesday, January 18 

9:30 am ........ SVDP ............................................................... Rectory Room 2 

1:30 pm ........ Prayer Group/Scripture Study ......................... Church Hall  

4:30 pm ........ Religious Ed Reconciliation Practice ....................... Church 

Wednesday, January 19 

9:30 am to 2:30 pm ............................................................. RAS Thrift Shop 

7:00 pm ........ Wednesday Prayer Group .......................... Meeting Room 1 

7:30 pm ........ AA .......................................................... Rectory Dining Room  

Thursday, January 20 

10:30 am ...... Malverne Senior Club ......................................... Church Hall 

7:00 pm ........ Pre-Cana................................................................ Church Hall 

Friday, January 21 

9:00 am ........ Mass for March for Life ............................................... Church 

9:30 am ........ SVDP ............................................................... Rectory Room 2 

12:00 pm...... Adoration/Rosary, etc. to 3:00 pm ........................... Church  

3:30 pm ........ Reflection—Fr. Jim ...................................................... Church 

4:00 pm ........ Blessed Sacrament Procession ................. Parish Grounds  

6:00 pm ........ Cub Scouts Pack 24 ............................................ Church Hall 

7:30 pm ........ AA .......................................................... Rectory Dining Room  

Saturday, January  22 

11 am and 1:30 pm—Religious Ed Reconciliation ....................... Church 

4:00 pm ........ Confessions ................................................................... Church 

7:30 pm ........ AA .......................................................... Rectory Dining Room 

After 5:00 pm Mass—Fundraiser OLL School—Monthly Money Mania  

Sunday, January 23 

After all Masses—Fundraiser OLL School—Monthly Money Mania  

2:00 pm ........ Baptisms ........................................................................ Church 
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The Rectory Office  

will be closed  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

Monday, January 17th 

Request for 2021 Contribution Tax Statement  

If you would like your 2021 contribution tax statement, 

please complete the form below and either put it into the 

Sunday collection basket or bring it to the Rectory office.  

We will call you when it is ready for pick up, or if you pre-

fer, we will mail it to you.   

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________ 

Town/Zip:______________________________________________________ 

Telephone:______________________________________________________  

Envelope No.:______________ Mail:________ Pick Up:____________ 

Long Island / Metro Retrouvaille  

• Do you feel alone?   

• Are you frustrated or angry with each other?   

• Do you argue or have you just stopped talking to each other?  

• Does talking about it only make it worse? 
 The Retrouvaille Program is for married couples facing difficult 
challenges in their relationships.  Primarily a practical program to improve 
communication, build stronger marriages and help couples reconnect. 
 Presenters are not trained marriage counselors, but rather couples 
sharing their personal stories of marital struggles and the tools they used to 
rediscover their love.  
 For confidential information about the Retrouvaille program, or to 
register for the upcoming weekend that begins on Friday, January 21st, 
please visit our website:  www.helpourmarriage.org or call:  800-470-2230 
and you will be connected directly and confidentially to a couple from LI 
Metro Retrouvaille who can help.  

  Week of January 22/23 Altar Server 

Saturday, 5:00 PM Reagan Cruz, Luke Gentilella  

Sunday, 7:30 AM Victoria Filakovsky, Gabriella 

   Filakovsky 

Sunday,  9:00 AM Jayden Castro, Esther Gedeon 

Sunday, 10:30 AM Julie Baldacchino, Stephen Harth 

Sunday, 12:00 PM Arnold Okoye,  Chinonso Okoye  

Sunday,  5:00 PM Grace Lawler,  Bobby Lawler, 

   Charlie Lawler 
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