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Lent 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

In this Lenten season 2026, we offer our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving for the Light of Christ’s peace and justice
to heal the many troubled parts of our nation and world.

Amid so many global and national crises, it is essential that we be guided and inspired by the Word of God. This
Lent, let us rededicate ourselves to being deeply biblical Catholics on fire with the Word of God. !

In Saint Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy (2:8-10), the Apostle writes: “The Word of God is not bound,” or as
another translation renders it, “The Word of God cannot be chained.”

The Church of Santa Maria in Via Lata in Rome, near to both the Trevi Fountain and the Pantheon, is traditionally
taken as the site of Saint Paul’s imprisonment in the Eternal City. Beneath this holy church stands an ancient,
freestanding granite column that I visited and prayed at on May 17, 2024.

Etched into that ancient column is the Latin phrase for “The Word of God is not bound.” The column also has rust
marks indicating that a chain — possibly the one discovered archaeologically in an adjacent well — was wrapped
around it.

How powerful it was to place my hands on that granite column and to touch with my fingers the words of Saint
Paul! In my ecclesial mission as the Successor of the Apostles on Long Island, that memorable day I asked Saint
Paul for his intercession that each one of us in the Diocese of Rockville Centre could be as bold and as audacious
in proclaiming that the Word of God cannot be chained!

The Word of God cannot be chained in our own lives and in the lives of our families!

The Word of God bursts through our sin, paralyses, and resistances to change, and ignites our own Road to
Damascus conversions!

The Word of God breaks down the self-imposed prison doors of addiction, ego, pride, selfishness, and narcissism,
and refocuses our lives on Christ and his call to rejoice!

The Word of God cannot be chained by sin, war, terrorism, racism, injustice, poverty,” or disrespect for the sanctity
and dignity of human life!

! See Bishop Barres® Pastoral Letter God's Word is Living and Effective available at www.drvc.org.
* See Pope Leo XIV’s 2025 Apostolic Exhortation Dilexit Te (On Love of the Poor) available at www.vatican.va.

The Word of God cannot be chained by unethical deployments of Artificial Intelligence!*

The Word of God cannot be chained in the global mission of the Catholic Church, regardless of the 21st century
persecutions and martyrdoms she experiences!*

As the Successor of the Apostles on Long Island, and in communion and mission with our Holy Father Pope Leo
XIV, I thank each of you for the way you “cast fire on the earth” (Luke 12:49) through your daily reading,
meditating, praying, contemplating, and living the inspired Sacred Scriptures.

Be assured of my prayers for a blessed Lent.

t Reverend John O. Barres
shop of Rockville Centre

? See Antiqua et Nova, the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Dicastery for Culture and Education’s January 14, 2025, Note
on the Relationship Between Artificial Intelligence and Human Intelligence available at www.vatican.va.

* See Robert Royal, The Martyrs of the New Millenium: The Global Persecution of Christians in the Tenty-First Century, (New York:
Sophia Institute Press, 2025).

Our Lady of Lourdes Welcomes

The Most Reverend
Robert J. Brennan

Bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn, who will lead us in our Lenten mission

Celebrating our 100th

nniversary as a parish

Sunday, March 1 @ Monday, March 2 e Tuesday, March 3

Each Evening at 7:00 PM
Monday, March 2 includes the 9:00 AM Mass

THE SACRED PASCHAL

TRIDUUM IS COMING
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

The Sacred Triduum remembers, represents, and celebrates the
3 days of our Lord’s glorious passion, death and resurrection.
Holy Thursday April 2 ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 pm

This Mass includes the Washing of Feet, a Eucharistic Procession,
Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in the Church Hall.

Good Friday April 3 ~ The Passion of the Lord at 3:00 pm

This is not a Mass. There are no Masses on Good Friday in honor of our
Lord’s death on the cross. This service includes the Liturgy of the Word,
Solemn Intercessions, Veneration of the Cross and Holy Communion.

Holy Saturday April 4 ~ The Easter Vigil at 8:00 pm
The Easter Vigil is divided into 4 parts:
The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil or Lucenarium (Service of Light),
Liturgy of the Word, Baptismal Liturgy with four candidates, Liturgy of
the Eucharist.

(There is no 5:00 pm Mass this day)

Easter Sunday ~ The Resurrection of the Lord
Join us for Masses in Church: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 pm
Maier Hall: 10:45 am

(There is no 5:00 pm Mass this day)
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Calling All Knitters & Crocheters!
Join the OLL Prayer Shawl Ministry.
Meetings are held the second and

fourth Thursday of each month at
7:00 PM in the Parish Center.

N

All are welcome — we happily
welcome new members!

For more information, call
Rosemarie Puccio at 516.662.8724 or
Beth Seccia at 516.996.5399

Missed out on our 100th Anniversary Cookbook?
100 Recipes for 100 years!

We are placing a Re-order!
Reserve your copy today!

Name: Phone #:

Email: # of Books:
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Our Lady of Lourdes

Centennial Anniversary
Journal Entry Submission Form

Name/Company: Date:

Home/Business Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone: Email:

Sponsorship Levels:

Select the level you wish to sponsor. Ad Submission Deadline: March 31st, 2026
. Ads may be submitted as camera-ready artwork (PDF
[:] Gold Page: $750 or JPG) or simple text using the area below - we are
. i !
[:] Silver Page: $500 also happy to design your ad for you

Please send all ads and inquiries to:
angelacarbone@ollchurchmalverne.org

[j Full Page (B&EW): $300

[:] Half Page (B&EW): $175 Checks can be made payable to:

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Memo: 100th Gala Journal

(] Quarter Page (B&W): $125

(] Business Card Ad: $100 Mail or drop off to:

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Attn: 100th Gala Journal Committee
65 Wright Avenue, Malverne, NY 11565

[:] Patron/Family Listing (Name Only): $75

Text to be included:

All proceeds from the journal will benefit centennial projects, parish ministries and ongoing improvements
to ensure that Our Lady of Lourdes remains a vibrant spiritual home for generations to come.
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO CELEBRATE
THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF

=% OUR LADY OF =
LOURDES PARISH

If you would like to sponsor a priest or
religious sister to attend the celebration,
please contact the Parish Center.

BLUE & WHITE BALL

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026
SAND CASTLE

505 FRANKLIN AVE, FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY

COCKTAIL HOUR, DINNER & DANCING
7:00 PM TO MIDNIGHT

$185 PER PERSON | 21 & OVER
Kindly register by March 31, 2026

Please return payment with guest count by mail or to the Parish Center,
or register online at www.ollchurchmalverne.org/blueandwhiteball































