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A Letter from Our Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Since arriving here five years ago, it has been both an honor and a privilege 

to get to know you and to serve alongside you as we celebrate our Catholic 
faith together at Our Lady of Lourdes. Everyone I meet—whether long-time 
parishioners, visitors, or those who have moved away—shares the same 
sentiment: Our Lady of Lourdes is a truly special place. That spirit of warmth, 
welcome, and deep faith is because of you—your devotion to God, to the Blessed 
Mother, and to everything our parish stands for.

Our Lady of Lourdes has become a cherished landmark in the Village of 
Malverne—not only because of its history and architecture, but because of its 
people. We are a parish rooted in faith, steeped in prayer, lived in service, and 
committed to following Christ under the loving protection of our patroness, 
Our Lady of Lourdes.

In 2026, we will celebrate a truly momentous occasion: the 100th 
Anniversary of our parish, founded on April 21, 1926. Our first pastor, Fr. Benedict Hemmelreicher, began this 
parish with great determination and vision. Without a church building, he celebrated the first Mass under a 
tent at the corner of Hempstead and Dogwood Avenues. In 1927, construction began on our church, which was 
dedicated on May 13, 1928, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. From a simple tent in the middle of farmland, our 
community has grown into a vibrant and beautiful parish—both physically and spiritually.

As we reflect on this rich legacy, we have so much to be grateful for—especially to Almighty God, who has 
worked through generations of faithful clergy, religious, and laypeople to bring us to this moment.

Now, as we enter our second century as a parish, a new chapter begins. What legacy will we leave for the 
generations that follow? How will you contribute to the story of our next 100 years?

During my time as Pastor, I have witnessed your generosity in countless ways—through your prayer, worship, 
service, and sacrifices. You have made Our Lady of Lourdes a true piece of Heaven on earth. And now, as we 
approach this once-in-a-lifetime milestone, we can come together once more to honor the past and build the 
future.

I am excited to announce the launch of our Centennial Capital Campaign: “Echoing Mary’s Fiat Through 
Generations”. 

The word fiat means yes. It was Mary’s unconditional “yes” to God that brought Jesus into the world. Just as 
Mary responded in faith, we too are called to say “yes” to what God asks of us. Generations before us said “yes” 
to building and sustaining this parish. Now, it is our turn.

This campaign will help us raise the necessary funds to restore, enhance, and preserve our parish campus—
including the church, school, parish center, and rectory. Some of our planned improvements include: new boilers 
for the church and rectory, new windows for our school, new front steps for the parish center, a new organ for 
the church, and other vital capital projects.

With your support, we will ensure that Our Lady of Lourdes continues to be a beautiful, welcoming place for 
worship, education, and community for generations to come.

I invite you to review this brochure and learn more about the goals of this campaign. I ask you to prayerfully 
consider how you can be a part of this important endeavor—through your time, talent, and treasure—so that our 
parish may continue to be a beacon of light and hope for our village, our community, and our world.

May God bless you, and may Mary keep you always in her care.
Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us!
	 Peace in Christ,

	 Fr. James T. Stachacz, Pastor 
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Case Statement

From our humble beginnings in a 40 x 80-foot tent nearly 100 
years ago, our parish has been resilient, steadfast, and dedicated 
to our mission. We are on the eve of celebrating our Centennial 
Anniversary! In the spirit of those who came before us and gifted 

us with the parish we enjoy today, let us continue to care for it, keep it, and 
prepare it for the next 100 years.

In preparation for our Centennial celebrations, a thorough assessment 
of the current equipment and facilities of our church, school, parish center, 
and rectory has been conducted by Kevin Dieck and Rocco Bruzzese, our 
Maintenance Department, along with the Building and Grounds Committee. 
This assessment identified several issues that are at or near the critical stage 
and in need of our attention. We have included pictures 
of just some of these issues. Of course, we will address 
these projects in order of their critical nature and safety, 
funding available, and proper timing concerns. Through 
your generosity and the success of the Echoing Mary’s Fiat 
Through Generations campaign, all projects put forth can 
be addressed.

Renovation and Continued Restoration 			 
of Our Church – $750,000*

The safety and comfort of our parish family and guests are foundational 
to our welcoming parish. A new boiler, security cameras, church doors 
(with push-bar panic exit devices), and sacristy renovation will provide for 
the protection and well-being of our parish.

We would also like to continue to elevate our worship experience. 	
Begun by Fr. Duffy, enhancements to our worship space provide an 
outward expression of our faith, our reverence and respect, and ultimately 
give glory to God. Through this campaign, and as funds allow, we will be 
incorporating a new altar, tabernacle, and organ. 

Renovation of Our School – $450,000*

Since 1954, families across Long Island have trusted our 
School to provide a strong academic and faith-based education. 
Installing air conditioning and replacing the windows (more 
than 25 years old) will enhance the safety and comfort of our 
students, enabling them to thrive. It will also provide cost savings 
over time, especially in the wake of the boiler replacement. This 
is an investment in our School and will keep us competitive when 
families are searching for a place to enroll their children.

Organ pedal and several keys are 
nonfunctional.

Doors are cracked and chipped 
diminishing security and functionality.

Many windows are not flush, allowing drafts and
compromising safety, while others have cracked sills, 
frames, and plaster.

Sacristy floor is cracked and warped and the counter is 
burned and peeling.
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Case Statement  Continued

*Cost estimates provided as a general guide and include provision for increased or unanticipated renovation costs.

CAMPAIGN GOAL: $2,000,000

Restructuring of Entry and Welcome Areas – The purchase and redesign of Sheehy Place – $150,000*

In a recent development, the village of Malverne proposed the opportunity for Our Lady of Lourdes Parish to 
purchase Sheehy Place. Securing the safety of our children, parishioners, staff, and visitors is critical. Secondarily, 
a more unified, defined, and beautified campus would be an ideal way to mark our 100th anniversary! The new 
campus design will come in time, however, the purchase of Sheehy Place will be more immediate.

Repair Parish Center and Rectory – $250,000*

Our parish center and rectory are in need of a few repairs and improvements. As 
any homeowner knows, planning for major expenses is a must to save on costs and 
relieve the stress of emergencies. The parish center contains the parish offices and 
religious formation. It is where parishioners register, meet with our staff, and hold 
ministry meetings. It should be safe and welcoming. First and foremost, through this 
campaign, we will replace the front steps. There is also a need for a new boiler and 
siding.

Again, building on what was begun by Fr. Duffy, rectory updates will be 
accomplished. We enjoy the services of three resident priests, and their home is in 
need of a new boiler, siding, and driveway. The parish thrift shop will also benefit 
from these improvements. In addition, the front porch and kitchen areas will be 
addressed for functionality and safety.

Maintenance Reserve Fund - $400,000*

While caring for our fiscal health is of paramount importance, it is also critically important that we are good 
stewards of the gifts which so many of our predecessors and present parish families have provided to us. The 
Maintenance Reserve Fund will allow us to maintain our parish and provide a safe and welcoming environment 
for everyone.

Securing funding now will buy the flexibility to do the right maintenance, in the right way, for the right price, 
and at the right time. This will enable us to keep the operating budget focused on ministry, rather than on crisis 
repairs to the facility.

Parish Center siding is cracked 
and is missing in some areas.

Rectory siding is in great disrepair. Rectory driveway is cracked and worsens 
each year with weather damage.

Rectory porch has severe brick and 
stucco damage.
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Magnificat Gifts
For those families or individuals who make a gift to the

Echoing Mary’s Fiat Through Generations Campaign in the amount of $50,000 or more.

St. Bernadette Gifts
For those families or individuals who make a gift to the

Echoing Mary’s Fiat Through Generations Campaign in the amount of $25,000-$49,999.

St. Anne Gifts
For those families or individuals who make a gift to the

Echoing Mary’s Fiat Through Generations Campaign in the amount of $15,000-$24,999. 

St. Dominic Gifts
For those families or individuals who make a gift to the

Echoing Mary’s Fiat Through Generations Campaign in the amount of $10,000-$14,999. 

St. Michael Gifts
For those families or individuals who make a gift to the

Echoing Mary’s Fiat Through Generations Campaign for $5,000-$9,999.

Padre Pio Gifts
For those families or individuals who make a gift to the

Echoing Mary’s Fiat Through Generations Campaign for $3,000-$4,999.

All payments can be made over a three-year period.
If you would like to remain anonymous, or name your Gift Recognition Plaque

in memory of someone, please indicate so on your pledge card.

In an effort to recognize the families and individuals 
who make a sacrifice for our Echoing Mary’s Fiat 
through Generations campaign effort, we will 
recognize all gifts on a fitting and permanent 

memorial installation in a prominent area on our campus. 
Participants to this campaign will have their desired 
inscription listed alphabetically and gratefully displayed 
within one of the following levels:

Sacrificial Giving Opportunities and Gift Recognition
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Our Family of Faith Looks to the Future... 
As members of the Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

family, we are faced with a challenge that we can only 
overcome together. The projects that are planned for 
the renovation and restoration of our church, school, 
and parish campus are important to each and every 
member of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. It is only by our 
generosity and through a sacrificial commitment that 
we will be able to accomplish our objectives.

We have established a goal of $2 Million.
While this seems like a large amount, participation 

by all members of the parish family will not only make 
this goal attainable, but surpassable.

Suggested Gift Plans… 
In order to assist you as you consider making a 

pledge to this campaign, we have provided some 
suggested giving plans. We understand that each 
individual or family has different financial 
obligations and abilities. Even so, one of these 
plans should fit within the means of each 
member of the parish family. Please consider 
which plan best fits your monthly budget. 
This may be the best guideline for your 
commitment.

Remember, this campaign is based on 
equal sacrifice – not equal giving. If each 
family makes a truly sacrificial gift, we will 
reach and exceed our goal together.

Your Commitment…
We are asking each household in our parish family 

to consider a minimum pledge of $3,000 - $5,000 to be 
paid over the next 36 months. After a 10% down payment, 
this pledge would be a sacrifice of $75 - $125 per month to 
build a promising future for Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. 
Such a gift should not pose a burden for most parishioners. 
As you can see, this amount comes to about what many 
parishioners pay each month for cable television.  

Please Consider a Special Commitment… 
Some of us have been especially blessed by the Lord 

with material means. A heartfelt appeal is made to those 
parishioners to reflect on their ability to make a very 
generous pledge to the campaign. We ask that those who 
are capable of making pledges of $20,000, $50,000, $100,000 
or more to lay the foundation of success for this campaign.

Suggested Giving Plans

$250,000 $25,000 $75,000 $18,750 $6,250

$150,000 $15,000 $45,000 $11,250 $3,750

$100,000 $10,000 $30,000 $7,500 $2,500

$75,000 $7,500 $22,500 $5,625 $1,875

$50,000 $5,000 $15,000 $3,750 $1,250

$25,000 $2,500 $7,500 $1,875 $625

$20,000 $2,000 $6,000 $1,500 $500

$15,000 $1,500 $4,500 $1,125 $375

$10,000 $1,000 $3,000 $750 $250

$7,500 $750 $2,250 $563 $188

$5,000 $500 $1,500 $375 $125

$3,000 $300 $900 $225 $75

		  10% Down	 3 Annual	 12 Quarterly	 36 Monthly
	 Total Pledge	 Payment	 Payments	 Payments	 Payments

Giving Plans to Consider
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Please Consider… 
• �Your pledge payments can be made over a three-

year (36-month) period. 

• �Your commitment to our Echoing Mary’s Fiat 
through Generations campaign is in addition to 
your weekly giving. 

• �Your financial contribution to this campaign will 
help ensure a strong future for our parish.

• �Beginning in January 2026, payment reminders 
and envelopes will be mailed according to your 
payment preference.

Planned Giving, Wills, Estate Planning, 		
Life Insurance 

There are numerous planned giving opportunities 
that provide donors alternative methods of making 
their gifts to the campaign. These include but are not 
restricted to: 

• �Gifts of assets including real estate, stocks, 		
bonds, coins, etc.

• �Making Our Lady of Lourdes Parish a beneficiary 
of your will.

• �Naming Our Lady of Lourdes Parish as a 
beneficiary of your life insurance policy.

Matching Gift Opportunities 
Many employers have matching gift programs that 

provide employees the opportunity to multiply their 
gifts to educational institutions, social organizations, 
and charitable institutions. We encourage you to 
enquire with your Human Resources Department 
regarding the Matching Gift opportunities available 
to you. 

Tax Advantages of Thoughtful Giving 
• �All contributions to our campaign provide tax-

advantages for those who itemize their deductions. 

• �In December 2015, Congress passed legislation 
making the IRA Charitable Rollover permanent. 

If you have an IRA and are aged 70½ or older, you 
may opt to make a charitable contribution from 
your qualified IRA plan. When you do so, you may 
transfer up to $108,000 per year directly to Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish. Therefore, it would not 
be taxed as income. If you receive the distribution 
first, it will be taxed like any other distribution. In 
addition, if you are required to take a minimum 
distribution (RMD), your direct charitable 
contribution can satisfy all or part of the amount of 
your required minimum distribution.

• �You can gift appreciated stock to the campaign. If 
you have held the stock for more than one year, you 
may take a charitable tax deduction for the current 
market value of the stock, and neither you nor 
the parish will pay capital-gains taxes when the 
stock is sold. The combination can result in a larger 
deduction (and more tax savings) for you and a 
more generous gift to the campaign than if you sell 
the stock, pay the taxes, and donate the net proceeds.

Procedure to Transfer Stock 
For details, please instruct your stockbroker or 

securities advisor to contact: 
Maureen Falanga, OLL Finance Committee and 

Assistant Treasurer
Diocese of Rockville Centre

516-678-5800 x517 | Cell: 516-317-9820
mtfalanga@drvc.org

Please indicate the number of shares and the name 
of the company (ticker) on your pledge card. 

Pledging 
• �You may be contacted by a volunteer to make your 

pledge.

• �You may pick up a pledge card throughout the 
months of November and December in the Church. 

• �You may drop off your pledge at the Parish Center.

• �You may also contact the Parish Campaign Office 
at 516-599-1269 x123. 



Campaign Prayer

Heavenly Father,

With grateful hearts, we thank You for
the gift of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,

celebrating 100 years of faith,
worship, and service.

Throughout each generation, You have
walked with us - guiding us through joy and

sorrow, change and growth - and drawing
us ever closer to Your heart.

We remember with gratitude those who
came before us: the founders, clergy,

religious, and faithful who built this parish
through prayer, sacrifice, and love.

We ask Your blessing on all who gather
here today. Make us living stones of Your

Church - united in love, steadfast
in faith, and joyful in service.

As we journey through
this anniversary year, fill us with Your Spirit.

Help us to honor the past, live the present
with purpose, and step into

the future with hope.

Through the intercession of Our Lady of
Lourdes, may our parish always remain a

place of welcome, healing, and peace.
Strengthen us to be faithful to Your call

- now and for generations to come.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH
65 Wright Avenue, Malverne, NY 11565
516-599-1269 | OLLChurchMalverne.org


